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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — Quaboag Re- 
gional School Superintendent 
Dr. Brett Kustigian made a pre- 
sentation on the new preschool 
space at Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School Mon- 
day night during the Quaboag 
School Committee meeting. 

“T want to thank the people 
who got us here to this spot,” 
he said, as he showed photos 
taken of the space before the 
preschool was created and the 
finished school space. “It’s real- 
ly something special and it was 
done in large part by the staff; 
they came to me. They’ve been 
working on this for many, many 
years.” 

The preschool programs in 
Warren Community Elemen- 
tary School and West Brook- 
field Elementary School were 


Gingerbread house 
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contest pb 


combined into one program at 
QRMHS this fall after a space 
had been readied for them, 
complete with new playground. 

Facilities Director Marc As- 
trella and his crew did much 
of the physical work and the 
district’s new Director of Stu- 
dent Services Robert Bergeron 
used Special Education Circuit 
Breaker money to make it a re- 
ality, Kustigian said. 

Preschool teachers, Jill Piet- 
ro and Darlene Manzaro, have 
crafted the program into what 
it 1s today, he said, where stu- 
dents get to learn and have fun, 
including several students with 
serious learning issues. 

Bergeron said a team ap- 
proach helped create the new 
space and the combined pro- 
gram. He said budget discus- 
sions for next year, which will 


Please see PRESCHOOL, page 13 
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COURTESY PHOTOS 


Quaboag Regional School District preschoolers have fun making cookies and running a bakery as part of the new preschool program 
at Quaboag Regional Middle High School in Warren. 





Historical commission presents plaque to Bob Briere 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


STURBRIDGE — Histor- 
ical commission chair, Bar- 
bara Search, presented Bob 
Briere a plaque during the 
Zoom meeting of the board 
of selectmen Dec. 7. 

The plaque was for his 
efforts to build up the Stur- 


bridge Historical Society and 
his extensive of Sturbridge 
history. Briere, a resident of 
town for 80 years, a few years 
ago took a road trip on Route 
20 from Massachusetts to 
Oregon. He bought some wa- 
ter from the Atlantic Ocean 
and upon arrival in Oregon, 
poured it into the Pacific 
Ocean. 


Amended license 

Selectmen approved with 
four yes and one abstention 
for the amendment to the l- 
quor license for Brush It Off, 
LLC at 559 Main St. for a 
new location. 

Originally, the business 
operated from Suite 206-207, 
but moved to Suite 104 at the 
same address when it became 


available. 

The location has an outside 
patio, which would accommo- 
date eight COVID complaint 
tables. Owner Denise Morgan 
said in warmer weather she 
would serve meals and hold 
painting and sip classes on 
the patio. She said her current 
space had two rooms and no 
patio. 


Housing plan by CMRPC 

Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commis- 
sion partnered with the Stur- 
bridge Housing Partnership 
and Planning Department to 
complete a Sturbridge Hous- 
ing Production Plan. A grant 
of $22,000 from the Commu- 


Please see BRIERE, page 13 





SANTA PARADE BRINGS soinianellaien CHEER 


Parent wants physical schooling to return 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY SLOANE PERRON 


As Christmas approaches, residents were not going to let the annual Santa Parade fall 
to the wayside. They organized and planned and held a drive-by parade, with floats 
and Santa, complete with goodie bags for children. Santa needed to be seen at a 
distance, but he was there waving with carolers and others dressed for the event. The 
event was moved from its original date of Dec. 5 to Dec. 12 due to inclement weather. 
The rain came anyway, but the event moved forward and folks had fun anyway. 





WARREN — West Brook- 
field parent Jennifer Goodale 
questioned the Quaboag 
School Committee during 
their meeting on Dec. 14 about 
why they’re not talking more 
about returning students to 
the classroom or asking more 
questions about when that is 
going to happen. 

She said West Brookfield 
has some of the lowest rates 
of COVID-19 in the area and 
she didn’t understand why 
students could not be back 
at their desks. She also said 
school districts in other places 
were able to hold school five 
days a week, and she didn’t 
understand why Quaboag was 
not able to do so. 

Goodale said her elemen- 
tary school-aged son 1s strug- 
gling because he is not physi- 
cally in school more, and she 
was trying to understand why 


getting students in the class- 
room isn’t talked about at ev- 
ery School Committee meet- 
ing. 

Quaboag School Superin- 
tendent Dr. Brett Kustigian 
said he talked weekly, some- 
times daily with Warren Board 
of Health Chairman Kenneth 
B. Lacey Jr., who has recom- 
mended leaving Quaboag 
schools as they are in a hybrid 
mode. Students attend class 
physically two days a week 
and learn remotely three days 
a week, while parents who 
want to keep their children 
home have them learn remote- 
ly all five days. She also said 
had tried to reach West Brook- 
field’s Board of Health with 
no success. Kustigian said 
Tuesday in a phone interview 
that Lacey and Christine Flor- 
ence, West Brookfield’s health 
agent, are in constant contact 
and know what is happening 
in both towns. 

Spring, summer 


Lacey told Kustigian that 
it might be possible for stu- 
dents to return to school in the 
spring or summer. “If we have 
to keep six feet between people 
for social distancing we do not 
have the staff, capacity or the 
space to have everyone back 
at school at the same time,” 
he said. “Social distancing 1s 
a real barrier to returning all 
students to school.” Goodale 
characterized learning it could 
be that long before students 
are regularly back 1n the class- 
room as a bomb going off. 

Kustigian said the district 
had been fortunate there had 
been almost no cases in school 
until a West Brookfield Ele- 
mentary School staff mem- 
ber recently tested positive for 
COVID-19. Due to the num- 
ber of other staff members 
they came in contact with for 
longer than 15 minutes, the 
school did not have enough 


Please see PARENT, page 15 
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Charlotte Hubacz Landon Jaxon Goudreau Easton Christopher Mues 
March 23, 2020 March 11, 2020 May 14, 2020 
Parents: April and Ross Hubacz, North Brookfield Parents: Kellyann Kaiser and lan Goudreau Parents: Casey Mues and Sommer Webb, Converse, TX 
Grandparents: Ann Tyler, North Brookfield Grandparents: Donna Dansereau, Spencer Grandparents: Christopher and Michele Mues, Warren 
Paul and Debbie Hubacz, North Brookfield Keith and Kim Goudreau, Ware 
Don Gillette and Tracey Davenport, North Brookfield Great-Grandparents: Therese Grogan and Stuart Bell, Spencer 


Paul Young, Ware, Robert Goudreau, Ware 
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May all the pleasures that inspire joy be with you at home or in spirit at Christmastime and all year. 
Thanks for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 
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SPRINGFIELD — “The risks of 
contracting the coronavirus leading up 
to Christmas and afterwards are even 
greater than they were for Thanksgiv- 
ing because of all the traveling, shop- 
ping and parties associated with the 
holidays,’ said Dr. Armando Paez, 
chief, Infectious Disease Division, Bay- 
state Medical Center. “The greatest 
gift you can give someone this holiday 
season is to protect them from getting 
the virus,” he added. Dr. Paez noted 
that the world has already been gifted 
with an early present, several vaccines 
to fight the coronavirus. “While we ex- 
pect great promise from these vaccines, 
the difference they will make in our 
return to some semblance of normali- 
ty will not be felt until sometime next 
year, perhaps not until mid-year or the 
fall season,” he said. Yet, despite the 
good news about the vaccine, the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) is forecasting that there could 
be an estimated 9,500 to 19,500 deaths 
the week of Christmas alone. But, once 
again as they did for Thanksgiving, 
the CDC is advising against travel for 
the upcoming winter holidays, includ- 
ing Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa 
and Las Posadas. “Travel may increase 
your chance of getting and spreading 
COVID-19. Staying home is the best 
way to protect yourself and others,” 
cites the CDC as cases are rising, hospi- 
talizations are increasing and deaths are 
increasing. For those who must travel, 
the CDC recommends being tested for 
COVID-19 before and after their trip. 
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Baystate Medical Center offers COVID holiday precautions 


They advise getting a test one to three 
days before travel and another three 
to five days after travel, as well as re- 
ducing nonessential activities for seven 
days after travel. And for those who do 
not get tested, the CDC recommends 
reducing nonessential activities for 10 
days after travel. The message hasn’t 
changed much when it comes to par- 
tying for Christmas, whether in some- 
one’s home or at the office, if people 
must, the smaller the better and out- 
doors if possible (not always possible 
in New England). And, of course, if 
people do party, wear a mask and so- 
cially distance, noted Dr. Paez. In Mas- 
sachusetts, according to an order from 
Gov. Charlie Baker, indoor gatherings 
at private residences are limited to 10 
people and outdoor gatherings at pri- 
vate residences are limited to 25 people. 
“To be honest, it’s going to be hard to 
socially distance in a party atmosphere 
and enjoy it at this same time. Also, If 
just one person isn’t wearing a mask, 
that’s a problem. And, where alcohol is 
involved, you're much more likely to let 
your guard down where safety is con- 
cerned,” said Dr. Paez. As for celebra- 
tions with family and friends, the CDC 
says the safest way to celebrate the hol- 
idays is “at home with people you live 
with.” Visit the CDC’s website, cdc. gov, 
for a full article on “Holiday Celebra- 
tions and Small Gatherings,” which ex- 
plains the risks of holidays gatherings 
and offers tips on how to stay safe. As 
Thanksgiving approached, the CDC 
recommended not going shopping in 





Second Chance needs zip bags 
for donations of pet food 


EAST BROOKFIELD — Second 
Chance Animal Services 1s urgently ask- 
ing for donations of zip style plastic bags 
to help meet the great need for pet food 
at area food pantries. The pandemic has 
financially impacted many pet owners. 
Distributions from the Second Chance 
pet food pantry have increased dramat- 
ically, wiping out the nonprofit’s supply 
of large zip-style bags and the nonprofit 
is asking the community for help. ’As 
people finish up their holiday shopping, 
it would be great if they could consider 
donating a box or two of zip style plastic 
bags. We hope area businesses will check 
their supply shelves and consider donat- 
ing any sturdy plastic zip style bags they 
aren't using or can’t sell because the out- 
er packaging has been damaged,” said 
Second Chance CEO Sheryl Blancato. 

“Our pet food pantry distributions 
have already increased 30% and the 
year isn’t over. The need is great. We are 
working with more pantries this year 
and providing additional pet food to 
each pantry.” Second Chance receives 
donations of large bags of pet food, 
which are repackaged by volunteers into 
smaller bags for distribution so they can 
help all the pet owners, who need help 
feeding their pets. Blancato said the 


greatest need is for thick plastic bags in 
gallon size or larger, but Second Chance 
can make use of all sizes. “This could be 
a great opportunity for area businesses 
to donate stock they no longer or can’t 
use.” Second Chance founded the pet 
food pantry many years ago when they 
recognized that pet owners facing fi- 
nancial hardship will often go without 
to make sure their pet has food. Dona- 
tions can be dropped off at the Second 
Chance Adoption Center, 111 Young 
Road, East Brookfield. Businesses can 
email development@secondchance- 
animals.org if they have questions or 
to schedule a large donation. Second 
Chance 1s a nonprofit 501c3 tax exempt 
organization that began in 1999 in East 
Brookfield and relies solely on dona- 
tions from grants to operate. The orga- 
nization operates an adoption center in 
East Brookfield, Community Veterinary 
Hospitals in North Brookfield, Spring- 
field, and Worcester. Second Chance 
helps over 40,000 pets a year through 
adoption, spay/neuter, veterinary care, 
community outreach, educational out- 
reach programs, training, and a pet food 
pantry. For more information, people 
may visit Second Chance’s website at 
www.secondchanceanimals.org. 





Fewer Mass. residents plan to travel 


AAA Travel expects the vast ma- 
jority of Americans to stay home this 
holiday season. Public health concerns 
and travel guidance are influencing their 
decisions not to travel over the year-end 
holidays, a period that typically sees 
high demand for vacations. While AAA 
expects at least 34 million fewer travelers 
compared to last year’s holiday season, 


as many as 84.5 million Americans may 
still travel from Dec. 23 through Jan. 
3, a decline in travel of at least 29%. 
Massachusetts 1s following the national 
trend with one million fewer residents 
planning to travel by all methods this 
year, a decrease of 40% from 2019. The 


Please see TRAVEL, page 11 


crowded stores, a suggestion which still 
stands as coronavirus surges are even 
greater now than around Thanksgiving. 
Also, the White House COVID-19 Task 
Force recently noted the country is “at 
a very dangerous place and the COVID 
risk to all Americans is at an all-time 
high,” stating “everyone over 65 with 
significant health conditions should 
avoid public places if possible and wear 
a mask when leaving the house.” “As 
much as possible, use curbside pick- 
up if shopping or shop online,’ said 
Dr. Paez. “These are hard decisions 
to make around the holidays at a time 
when family is everything and getting 
together 1s so important. But, there is 
light at the end of the tunnel thanks to 
the vaccines we are now seeing, and the 
sacrifices we make this year can keep 
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everyone safe until we can all be to- 
gether once again next year,” added Dr. 
Paez. Whatever way people choose to 
celebrate the holidays, Dr. Paez reminds 
everyone to follow some commonsense 
safety precautions that public health 
experts have been recommending since 
the start of the pandemic to keep you 
and others safe from COVID-19: wear 
a mask, social distance staying at least 
six feet apart from anyone not in your 
household, wash your hands often with 
soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
or use hand sanitizer with at least 60% 
alcohol, avoid touching eyes, nose and 
mouth and don’t go out when feeling 
sick and avoid contact with those, who 
are sick. For more information on Bay- 
state Health, people may visit baystate- 
health.org. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Crow species 
4. Partner to flow 
7. Male offspring 
8. Sedate 
10. Orange beverage 
12. Pair of small 
hand drums 

13. 12th month of 
Jewish civil year 

14. Former Pirates 
star Jason 

16. Computer 
company 

17. Made angry 

19. Beverage 
container 

20. Charlize Theron 
film “Flux” 

21. Localities 

25. Consume 

26. Don’t know 
when yet 

2/. Bed style 

29. Make a low, 


continuous 
sound 

30. Wrath 

31. Pollinates 
flowers 

32. Association 

39. Prejudice 

41. Unhealthy 

42. Hasidic religious 
leader 

43. Distinctive 
philosophy 

44. Short-term 
memory 

45. In a good way 

46. Emperors of 
Ethiopia 

48. Imaginary line 

49. Of barium 

50. One’s sense of 
self-esteem 

51. Man who 
behaves 
dishonorably 

52. Monetary unit 


Open 7 Days 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Rear of 
(nautical) 

2. He minds the 
net 

3. Ring-shaped 
objects 

4.When you hope 
to get there 

5. Young children 

6. Beloved hobbit 

8. Pigpen 

9. Wish harm upon 

11. Quick=eyed 
(Scottish) 

14. Scrooge’s 
phrase “__ 
Humbug” 

15. One more 

18. A ballplayer 
who only hits 

19. Once vital TV 
part 

20. Sixth month of 
Jewish civil year 


22. Advantage 

23. Type of tree 

24. Luke’s mentor 
__-Wan 

2/. Life stories 

28. Vase 

29. Tiny 

31. Package (abbr.) 

32. A photog’s tool 

33. Wood 

34. One of the six 
noble gases 
(abbr.) 

35. Pueblo people 
of New Mexico 

36. Wild goats 

37. A way to 
comply 

38. Horatio _, 
British admiral 

39. Actress Leslie 

40. Sir Newton 

44. Pouch 

47. Have already 
done 
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Yes, Virginia.“ 
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santa Claus! . _ 


No one could have realized it back 1n 1897, 
but that’s when the New York Sun published 
what was to become an iconic part of local 
journalism history. The Sun printed what is 
now the most widely read letter to a newspa- 
per. It was sent by an 8-year-old New York 
City girl named Virginia O’Hanlon. The re- 
sponse to her letter by editorial writer Francis 
Pharcellus Church is a message of love, magic 
and hope. Considering this past year, we 1mag- 
ine many readers could use a generous serving 
of that next to a plate of Christmas cookies. 
So, here is the full text of that historic letter: 


Dear Editor, 


Iam 6& years old. 
Some of my little friends say there is no San- 
ta Claus. 
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” 
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 
Virginia O’Hanlon 


Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 

They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe except 
they see. They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or chil- 
dren’s, are little. In this great universe of ours 
man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, 
as compared with the boundless world about 
him, as measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He ex- 
ists as certainly as love and generosity and de- 
votion exist, and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its highest beauty and Joy. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. There would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to 
make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch 1n all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is 
no Santa Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children nor men 
can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the 
lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that 
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen and 
unseeable in the world. 

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a 
veil covering the unseen world which not the 
strongest man, nor even the united strength of 
all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear 
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance 
can push aside that curtain and view and pic- 


Please see SANTA, page 5 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Staff teach students about doing hard things 


Dear Editor, 

Every Thursday the principal of the 
North Brookfield Elementary School in 
North Brookfield, MA welcomes the stu- 
dents with a sign that has some positive 
phrase. “We are dreamers” “Be who you 
are meant to be”... those are just two of the 
phrases Mrs. Priestley has used to say good 
morning to the students. 

One Thursday as I dropped my daughter 
off for the first of her two in-school days her 
music teacher was at the entrance designat- 
ed for her grade holding a sign saying “We 
can do hard things.” That phrase struck me 
as exactly what I wanted to say about how 
this school year has gone so far. 

Right now much of what we hear about 
public schools focuses on concerns about 
instruction, concerns about health and safe- 
ty of students and staff, concerns about 
our students falling behind, ventilation, 
preventing community spread of the virus, 
standardized testing... all valid issues that 
should be discussed and acknowledged. 
However, I wanted to take this opportuni- 
ty to include on the record that yes...public 
school administrators, staff and students in 
Massachusetts can indeed do hard things. 


guest column 


This is not to suggest that public schools 
don’t need support, financially and other- 
wise. This is not to suggest that teachers are 
not under immense stress. This 1s not to sug- 
gest that school administrators do not sec- 
ond guess their decisions on a daily, maybe 
hourly basis. 

What it means is that I have seen teach- 
ers and administrators struggling with their 
own fears and concerns and yet are still try- 
ing to do the best they can for their students. 
And this I think is one of the greatest les- 
sons they have taught our students this year, 
to keep trying to learn and to grow, no mat- 
ter what the circumstance. That “we can do 
hard things.” 

This situation is very difficult and I sin- 
cerely wish that we will be able to find a solu- 
tion sooner rather than later. But I am very 
inspired by the teachers, school staff and 
school administrators of my acquaintance 
and I am proud of what they are trying to 
do every day for our students. The good that 
they are doing in these trying times is some- 
thing that is worth acknowledging. 

Maria Tucker 
Chair, 
North Brookfield School Committee 


Memories bring you home again 


sk will be the first year in IN THE Christmas tree. Lucky for me he 
many decades that I won't knew the owners, so when we 
celebrate Christmas with GARDEN knocked on the door in late Oc- 


my siblings. I am certain that 
many of you are in the same 
boat, so to speak. While we are 
all doing what we can to slow the 
spread of the virus, it doesn’t al- 
ways come easy. Reflecting back 
on the Christmases of my child- 
hood conjure up so many won- 
derful memories; many of them 
involving plants of one kind or another. 
Read on for some McQuaid nostalgia. 

I'd start bugging my dad around Hal- 
loween to visit the local tree farm to tag our 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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tober we were handed a tag and a 
grease pen without so much as a 
strange glance. I was very partic- 
ular about my tree, that is why we 
“tagged” so early. It had to be on 
the tall side, but stout. Not per- 
fect, by any means; there had to be 
“holes” in which to put the hous- 
es and the bird’s nests. It seemed, 
though, that we always picked the first cold- 
est day of the year. Dad’s bum finger would 
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Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS 


POLICY 


etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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Will my U.K. pension affect my Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I lived and worked 
1): the United Kingdom prior 
to coming to the U.S. at age 45, 
which qualified me for a U.K. State Pen- 


sion worth the equivalent of about $740 
US. dollars per month. Since 


erally, the WEP reduction is determined 
either by the number of years of substan- 
tial Social Security covered earnings that 
you have, or the WEP maximums (one 
of which is that your U.S. Social Secu- 
rity can’t be reduced by more than half 
of your non-covered pension). With less 

than 20 years paying into the 


moving to the U.S. I have SOCIAL US. system, you will incur one 
contributed to the U.S. Social SECURITY of the maximum WEP reduc- 
Security system for 14 years MATTERS tions. 


and my estimated U.S. Social 
Security benefit is $1,643 per 
month. I have heard about something 
called “WEP” and must be honest and 
say I don't fully understand. Can you 
provide some advice or references so I 
can understand what happens to these 
sums when I retire? I don’t have any 
other pension income, so understanding 
these numbers is important. FYI, I hold 
both U.S. and U.K. passports and will 
retire in the U.S.A. Signed: Blessed from 
the UK 

Dear Blessed: The “WEP” provision 
you refer to is known as the “Windfall 
Elimination Provision.” It affects anyone 
who 1s eligible to collect Social Securi- 
ty benefits, but who also has a pension 
from another entity (corporation, public 
agency, or foreign country) which did not 
participate in the U.S. Social Security 
program (meaning that SS FICA payroll 
taxes weren't paid during that employ- 
ment). WEP will reduce your U.S. Social 
Security benefit by using a special formu- 
la to compute your benefit amount. Gen- 


Something else important 
to understand is that the cur- 
rent estimate you have from Social Secu- 
rity doesn’t include the WEP reduction. 
That estimate assumes that you will con- 
tinue to earn at your current level until 
you reach your full retirement age. You 
haven't shared your birthdate, but from 
your email I assume you are now about 
60-years-old. I 

f you were born in 1959, your full re- 
tirement age (FRA) for U.S. Social Secu- 
rity purposes is 66 years and 10 months 
(if you were born after that your FRA 
is 67, and if you were born before that 
subtract 2 months for each year prior to 
1959). Your FRA is when you will get 
your “full” Social Security benefit. If 
you claim before that (age 62 is the ear- 
liest you can claim) your benefit will be 
reduced (even before WEP), and if you 
wait beyond your FRA you'll earn De- 
layed Retirement Credits (DRCs) which 
will increase your benefit amount. DRCs 
stop at age 70. 

Based upon what you ve told me, I be- 


lieve that your WEP reduction will prob- 
ably be limited to one of the maximums, 
either half of your monthly U.K. pen- 
sion, or the maximum for your “eligibili- 
ty year” (2022?). We don’t yet know what 
the standard maximum WEP reduction 
for 2022 will be, but for 2020 it is $480. 
That is the most that your Social Security 
benefit could normally be reduced. But 
if your U.K. pension is about $740 USS. 
Dollars, then your maximum reduction 
should be about $370, because the WEP 
reduction can’t be more than half of your 
non-covered (U.K.) pension. So, your 
U.S. Social Security benefit of $1,643 
will most likely be reduced by about $370 
to about $1,303. You will need to contact 
the U.K. pension system to see if any of 
your U.K. pension will be offset by your 
USS. Social Security benefits. 

This article 1s intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and _ the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a ques- 
tion, visit our website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda- 
tion.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 
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In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


orkers helping to trans- 
port the Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree found an 


adult Northern saw-whet owl cling- 
ing to the tree. The tree and owl came 
from Oneonta to New York City, 
New York. The owl had no food or 
water during the three-day trip. It 1s 
recovering at a wildife refuge in New 
York state. 

The owl, now named Rockefel- 
ler, is getting fluids and “all the mice 
he can eat” at the wildlife center. A 
vet checked it over and took x-rays, 
but 1t seems to be in great condition. 
When ready, it will be released back 
into the wild. 

Northern saw-whet owls are the 
smallest North American owl and 
about seven to eight inches long. 
These owls have yellow eyes, mottled 
brown feathers with a whitish facial 
disk and white-spotted head. Juve- 
niles are dark brown with a cinna- 
mon belly and a white vee between 
the eyes. 

Saw whet owls are nocturnal and 
hard to see. During daylight, they 
roost in dense vegetation, typically at 
eye level and near the trunk of ever- 
green trees. 

Female Northern saw-whet owls 
lay four to seven white eggs in a nest 


Please see BACKYARD, page 11 








SANTA from page 4 


ture the supernal beauty and glory 
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in 
all this world there 1s nothing else real 
and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he 
lives and he lives forever. A thousand 
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 
10 thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the heart of 
childhood. 








GARDEN from page 4 


be blue, but no matter, he’d humor me as 
Id circle the tree farm from front to back 
at least twice to get the “best” tree. 

Fast forward to the day after Thanks- 
giving when my parents and older sib- 
lings home from college or work would 
trek up into the woods, passing by the 
“cellar hole” ending up by the “big 
rock.” With garbage bags in hand we'd 
pick Princess Pine, enough to make a 
wreath for our door, and one each for 
the other kids to take back with them. 
This was a grand adventure for a small 
child. It seemed as if we were in no man’s 
land, although we were likely less than 
a quarter of a mile from home! When 
we were sure we had enough we'd head 
back down the hill, and dad would get 
right to work. I can still picture him on 
the back porch bending a coat hanger 
into a circle, attaching some wire and 
reaching into the bag of greens to gath- 
er up bunches and attach them to the 
frame. He used to do such a good job 


that you couldn't tell where he started or 
finished and you could use either side of 
the wreath; both looked the same! Mom 
would add a red bow, some fake berries 
and a pine cone or two and off it went to 
New Jersey, New York or wherever edu- 
cation and destination took my brothers 
and sister. 

Another early Christmas memory 
was of a white pine Christmas tree my 
next oldest brother decorated for his 
room. It was tiny, and a real “Charlie 
Browner” but as a little kid I thought 
it was really cool how he made the or- 
nament by rolling tiny Styrofoam balls 
in glitter then decorating them with ric 
rac. The coffee can filled with sand as 
his “stand” was pretty cool too. When 
I mentioned the tree to him just recently 
he had forgotten all about it. 

One especially fond remembrance is 
of my babci’s Christmas cactus ablaze 
in blooms on a plant stand in my moth- 
er’s room. I ended up with the plant as 
well as its stand. And although I rarely 
achieve the fireworks babci or my moth- 
er did, this year I did have a dozen or so 


of the fuchsia-colored flowers, starting 
around Thanksgiving and continuing to 
Christmas. The plant is mostly in good 
shape for being close to a century old! 

I have children of my own now and 
it’s fun to intersperse our new traditions 
with some from my own childhood. 
Right after Thanksgiving I make a 
wreath for a friend’s birthday. And al- 
though I don’t drag my husband to the 
tree farm in October, I do make him cir- 
cle the farm a few times to make sure we 
find the perfect tree. 

Whatever your memories are, share 
them, and if the mood suits you, write 
them down for your kids and grandkids 
to enjoy. 

Merry Christmas! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
2& years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 





STURBRIDGE - Old Sturbridge Vil- 
lage’s annual Gingerbread House Con- 
test is a popular feature of the holiday 
season at Old Sturbridge Village during 
their Christmas by Candlelight program. 
Due to spatial and safety concerns, it 1s 
not possible to have the 2020 contest in 
the same format as previous years. In- 
stead the village invited visitors, friends 
and fans, near and far, to enter virtually. 

Old Sturbridge Village has received 
several dozen spectacular entries from 
all over the country. Contestants were 
asked to submit photos of their entries 


- sturbridge - 
Old Sturbridge Village holds virtual gingerbread house contest 


in one of four categories, including adult 
non-professional, adult professional, 
youth and family. Prizes will be awarded 
in each category to the top entry. Visitors 
are able to view the entries on a moni- 
tor in the Village’s Visitor Center as well 
as on their website and vote for “Best in 
Show.” 

“Our annual holiday event is still a 
very festive recreation of the past and 
we ve kept as many of the popular ele- 
ments as possible and added new ones,” 
said director of public Eevents, Jim 
O’Brien. “With innovation and cre- 


ative thinking we were able to keep the 
beloved tradition of the Gingerbread 
House Contest alive.” 

All are welcome to vote on their fa- 
vorite entry at www.osv.org through 
Dec. 30. The winners will be announced 
at the conclusion of Christmas by Can- 
dlelight 2020. Tickets are still available 
for Christmas by Candlelight, but lim- 
ited due to capacity limits and can be 
purchased on Old Sturbridge Village’s 
website. 

Old Sturbridge Village, first opened 
to the public in 1946, is one of the coun- 


try’s oldest and largest living history 
museums, celebrating life in early New 
England from 1790-1840. It is the larg- 
est living history museum in the North- 
east. Each year, more than 250,000 vis- 
itors interact with costumed historians, 
experience up-close demonstrations of 
early American trades, and meet heri- 
tage breed farm animals. Situated on 200 
scenic acres, the Village is a collection of 
more than 40 historic buildings includ- 
ing homes, meetinghouses, trade shops, 
working farms, restaurants, shops and 
three water-powered mills. 
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BOSTON — Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving® Massachusetts, in partnership 
with Fundacion MAPFRE, will kick 
off a safe 2020 holiday season. Drivers 
can show their commitment to keeping 
themselves and their communities safe 
by designating a non-drinking driver 
and displaying a MADD Tie One On for 
Safety red ribbon or magnetic decal on 
their vehicles during this holiday season. 

“Whether youre traveling or hosting 
a small socially distanced group, always 
remember your designated driver,” said 
Mary Kate DePamphilis, MADD Mas- 
sachusetts. “Everyone can help keep our 
holiday season joyous by planning ahead 
when celebrations include alcohol. Take 
personal responsibility for your trav- 
el by choosing a non-drinking, unim- 
paired driver and remember to include 
non-alcoholic options for the designated 
drivers, who are guests in your home.” 
The holidays are among the most dan- 
gerous times on our nation’s roadways, 
with more people traveling, an increased 
number of events where alcohol is served 
and a surge in drunk driving. Between 
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6 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve through New 
Year’s Eve in 2018, there were 1,068 lives 
lost to drunk driving across the country, 
accounting for 29 percent of all traffic 
deaths, according to the National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration. In 
addition, a new study by NHTSA shows 
an alarming increase in the presence of 
alcohol and other drugs among traffic 
crash victims during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. From March 17 to July 18, 64.7% 
of drivers tested positive for at least one 
active drug including alcohol, compared 
to 50.8% from Sept. 10, 2019 to March 
16. Alcohol presence was found in 28.3% 
of drivers involved in crashes, up from 
21.8% before the pandemic. Other drugs 
are also a concern: 32.7% of drivers test- 
ed positive for active THC and opioid 
presence among drivers almost doubled 
from 7.5% to 13.9%. With so many op- 
tions today such as Uber and Lyft, taxis 
and public transportation, there is no ex- 
cuse to drive while impaired by alcohol 
or other drugs. Last year, more than 120 
people were killed in impaired driving 
crashes in Massachusetts alone. That 


doesn’t include the thousands, who were 
injured severely. Since 1986, MADD has 
helped to make the “designated driver” a 
household name through its longest-run- 
ning annual public awareness campaign, 
Tie One On for Safety. This red ribbon 
campaign is held annually during No- 
vember and December. December 1s also 
National Impaired Driving Prevention 
Month, a designation proclaimed by ev- 
ery U.S. president since 1981. MADD 
thanks all law enforcement personnel, 
who will be working harder than ever 
this holiday season to protect the public 
from drunk driving through increased 
patrols and Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over enforcement efforts). MADD 1s 
grateful for the partnership of its Na- 
tional Tie One On for Safety presenting 
sponsor, Waymo. Because of the work of 
strategic partners like Waymo, MADD 
is confident that reaching a future of 
no more victims is attainable. But to 
get there, we will need everyone to join 
in our lifesaving work by making plans 
before the festivities begin, designating 
a non-drinking, non-consuming driver 


MADD launches Tie One On for Safety campaign 


and buckling up this holiday season. On 
the local level, MADD is thrilled with 
its ongoing partnership with Fundacion 
MAPFRE through Tie One On for Safe- 
ty and various other events throughout 
the year. Together MADD and Fun- 
dacion MAPFRE work within the com- 
munity to raise awareness for safer roads 
within the Commonwealth. Employees 
are encouraged to participate in Tie 
One On for Safety, both within compa- 
ny offices in Webster and in their own 
communities. To learn more about Tie 
One On for Safety and to get your red 
ribbons for the holiday season for your- 
self or your group, people may email 
MA.State@madd.org or call 781-328- 
0002. For safe party tips, people may 
visit madd.org/toofs. Founded in 1980 by 
a mother whose daughter was killed by 
a drunk driver, Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving® is the nation’s largest nonprof- 
it working to end drunk driving, help 
fight drugged driving, support the vic- 
tims of these violent crimes and prevent 
underage drinking. or call 1-877-ASK- 
MADD. 





Baystate Health receives first 
shipment of Pfizer vaccine 


SPRINGFIELD —The first COVID 
vaccine to receive Emergency Use Autho- 
rization (EUA) by the FDA 1s currently 
being shipped to health systems and hos- 
pitals around the country. 

Baystate Health in its initial shipment 
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine received 
a very limited number of vaccine doses, 
1,950, which were immediately placed in 
ultra-cold storage until vaccinations be- 
gin on Wednesday. 

The vaccine will be distributed to se- 
lect categories of clinically facing team 
members based on their relative risk of 
exposure to COVID-19 in the workplace. 
System employees first offered the vac- 
cine will be those at highest relative risk 
based on: the community prevalence, lo- 
cal transmission rates, type of work unit 
and patient volumes in distinct locations. 

Baystate Health expects to receive 
more doses of the Pfizer vaccine and po- 
tentially others (the Moderna vaccine 1s 
expected to receive Emergency Authori- 
zation Use later this week) over the next 
several weeks and plans to expand vac- 
cination to additional groups of health 
care workers at that time. 


According to Massachusetts state 
guidelines and for much of the country, 
the coronavirus vaccine will not be avail- 
able to the general public until April. 

As already noted above, those who 
will receive the vaccine first as part of 
“Phase One” are front-line health care 
workers and long-term care staff and 
residents. They will be followed by police, 
firefighters and emergency medical work- 
ers, home-based health workers and oth- 
er “non-COVID facing” health workers, 
according to the state’s distribution plan. 
As for “Phase Two” priority groups, it 
will include residents with two or more 
chronic illnesses, essential workers such 
as teachers, transit employees and food, 
sanitation, public works and_ public 
health workers, according to the state’s 
priority list. After that will come adults, 
who are 65 and over and individuals with 
one co-morbidity making them at higher 
risk for COVID-19. The vaccine will be 
available to the general public beginning 
in April as part of “Phase Three.” 

For more information about Baystate 
Health, people may visit baystatehealth. 
org. 





WARE/SPRINGFIELD/ 
WORCESTER — Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institution serving 
central and western Massachusetts, do- 
nated over $130,000 to local food pan- 
tries throughout the year to assist with 
supplying food to its communities. The 
Greater Boston Food Bank recently 
reported that food insecurities in Mas- 
sachusetts reached an all-time high in 
November. The state has experienced a 
59% increase since 2018, representing 
more than | million people in need of 
food assistance. Most people are using 
food pantries for the first time. Food in- 
security 1s projected to increase to 81% 
for children, making Massachusetts 
the second-highest percentage change 
in the country. As part of Coun- 
try Bank’s “Season of Giving Cam- 
paign,” it donated additional funds to 
the Food Bank of Western Mass. and 
the Worcester County Food Bank. 
The donation was to honor its bank- 
ing customers and partners in place 
of traditional holiday gifts. “This was 
such a great idea and so wonderful to 
help others at this difficult time,’ stated 
Therese Rakouskas, owner of Five Star 
Gardens in Palmer. 


Country Bank supports food 
pantries with $130,000 donations 


“We're so grateful to Country Bank 
for its social investment of $20,000 in 
The Food Bank’s mission to feed our 
neighbors in need at this critical time. 
With this support, we'll be able to 
provide 40,000 meals to households 
struggling to make ends meet and put 
healthy food on the table. For every dol- 
lar donated, we provide the equivalent 
of four meals,” stated Andrew More- 
house, executive director of The Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts.” 

“The pandemic has undoubtedly 
placed a strain on our local food pan- 
tries. AS a community partner, we are 
fully committed to helping those in 
need throughout this pandemic,” stated 
Jodie Gerulaitis, vice president, com- 
munity relations at Country Bank. To 
learn more about how people can help 
or if they need assistance, they may 
visit www.foodbankwma.org, https:// 
foodbank.org/ or www.feedingamerica. 
org. Country Bank is a full-service mu- 
tual community bank serving central 
and western Massachusetts with 14 of- 
fices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton 
and Worcester. 





Fire risk increases during Christmas Eve and Day 


Traveling for the holidays might not 
be on the menu due to COVID-19, but 
comfort food, festive decorations, and 
cozy nights in are sure to lift everyone’s 
spirits. Unfortunately, these activities 
can often lead to fire, with Christmas 
Day and Christmas Eve as two of the 
top days each year for home fires caused 
by cooking and candles. The National 
Fire Protection Association encourages 
everyone to keep safety in mind in or- 
der to lessen the chance that a fire will 
disrupt their holiday celebrations. “For 
a lot of people, December tops the list 
for the most heartwarming time of year, 
but it’s also a leading month for home 
fires in the U.S.,” said Lorraine Carli, 
vice president of Outreach and Advo- 
cacy for NFPA. “Carefully decorating 
your home and mindfully cooking your 
meals can help make your holidays saf- 
er.” More than half (51%) of the home 
decoration fires in December are start- 


ed by candles, compared to one-third 
(32% in January to November. From 
2014-2018, an estimated average of 770 
home structure fires per year began with 
decorations, excluding Christmas trees. 
These fires caused an average of two 
civilian deaths, 30 civilian injuries and 
$11.1 million in direct property damage 
per year. More than two of every five 
(44%) decoration fires occurred because 
the decoration was too close to a heat 
source, such as a candle or hot equip- 
ment. One-fifth (21%) of the home deco- 
ration fires occurred in December, while 
10% happened in January. Fires caused 
by Christmas trees are uncommon, but 
they are more likely to be serious when 
they do occur. Between 2014-2018, U.S. 
fire departments responded to an av- 
erage 160 home fires that started with 
Christmas trees per year. These fires 
caused an annual average of two civil- 
ian deaths, 14 civilian injuries, and $10.3 


million in direct property damage. Elec- 
trical distribution or lighting equipment 
was involved in 45% of home Christmas 
tree fires. In more than one-fifth (22%) 
of the Christmas tree fires, some type of 
heat source, such as a candle or equip- 
ment, was too close to the tree. Cooking 
is the leading cause of reported home 
fires and home fire injuries and the sec- 
ond leading cause of home fire deaths. 
An average of 470 home cooking fires 
were reported per day in 2018. Thanks- 
giving is the peak day for home cooking 
fires, followed by Christmas Day and 
Christmas Eve. Unattended cooking 1s 
the leading cause of home cooking fires. 
Between 2014-2018 U.S. fire depart- 
ments responded to an annual average 
of 7,610 home structure fires caused by 
candles. These fires caused an average 81 
civilian fire deaths, 677 civilian fire inju- 
ries, and $278 million in direct property 
damage annually. On average, 21 home 


candle fires were reported each day. 
Three of every five (60%) candle fires 
started when something that could burn, 
such as furniture, mattresses or bedding, 
curtains or decorations, was too close 
to the candle. Candle fires peak in De- 
cember. January ranked second. Nearly 
three times as many fires started by can- 
dles were reported on Christmas (an av- 
erage of 58 Christmas fires) as the daily 
average. Find a wide variety of tips and 
resources surrounding holiday fire safety 
on the NFPA Winter Holidays page. For 
more releases and other announcements 
about NFPA initiatives, research and re- 
sources, people may visit the this NFPA 
press room. Founded in 1896, NFPA is 
a global self-funded nonprofit organiza- 
tion devoted to eliminating death, injury, 
property and economic loss due to fire, 
electrical and related hazards. viewed 
online for free at www.nfpa.org/freeac- 
cess. 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY SLOANE PERRON 
Vibram Inc.’s lawn was decorated with a number of inflatables for the Santa Parade held on Dec. 12. 
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Motorists drove by the Santa Parade floats. Volunteers made sure children in the cars got goodie bags from Santa. Singers waved to those participating in the drive-through Santa Parade. 
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CANNABIS WITH CONFIDENCE 


WAM Fellas msyell ice oi O).410) 40 
I Xellor Ae Mim Kye 


124 West St, Ware 
Adult Use 


Visit us at 
Curaleaf.com 


FLOWER | EDIBLES | DROPPERS | TINCTURES | COD 


Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There|s 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. there may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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Children wave and sing during the Santa Parade on Dec. 12. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 
Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you safe. 


first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 


; . responsible for more 
Voted Best Yoga in the region by mal 
Town & Country Living Magazine .=2%. 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
Take care. 


413 436 7374 
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 


WWwW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 














USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


CROWN ROAST OF PORK 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED lb 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIB EYE for 
STANDING RIB ROAST 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 
IMPORTED NEW ZEALAND 








FRENCHED LAMB RACKS... 4 i 


















USDA INSP. BONELESS 


CENTER GUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS OF ROASTS saan BID 


Ap INSP. FROZEN 


cs ee a 


CUT WHOLE 
FREE Ib OR HALF 






PORK SHOULDER PIC mastaness »\ DUCKS 
SDANSPTD5B (BEEF TENDERLOIN ) spas. l0F FROZEN - PARTY CUT ame 2 


HUMMEL BROS 
HOLIDAY KIELBASA.u ~ St 


USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIEITIES FAMILY PACK 


TTALIAN SAUSAGE ,essssse lb 


USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


BONELESS PORKLOIN. wu. ib 


STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, BACON, OLIVES & SPICES 


2 USDA INSP. FROZEN 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 
BEEF STRIPLOIN 

STEAKS 










INSP. IQF FROZEN 


RAW PEELED SHRIMP 


INSP. IQF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP 
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAGuuusnnus ca 









USDA INSP 
FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 


USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 


















SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 

SPOON ROAST 
WHOLE SMOKED HAM...... Ib ANYON ea} 90 Avocado St. 
USDA INSP. FROZEN b Springfield 
1/2 SPIRAL HAM... re Mon.-Wed.8-4 | 413-737-1288 
USDA NSP. FROZEN SMOKED BUTT OR SHANK 12/24/20 - 12/30/20 Thurs. 8-6 Fr. 8-6 Sal-83 | 9 www.90meat.com 


Will Close 12/31 at 4PM 


W the right 
Closed 1/1/2021 ee 


to limit quantities. 


1/2 HAM PORTIONS... i 


BUY DIRECT FOR ss SAVINGS » SELECTION « SERUICE 


CHICKEN WINGS 4LBBAG........ 
MEATBALLS .ssnc.......... ca 


16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAGuuussuus ca 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTOS BY SLOANE PERRON 
Firefighters joined in the parade and waved to all who came through. 





Many families enjoyed the festivities including these two children. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Quaboag 


Current 


WANTED 
TO BUY 


e Firearms 
e Old Ammo 
e Sporting & Military 


Discreet 
Appraisals 


Call 413-436-5885 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
HAIR SALON 


HAIR ARTIST WANTED 
with or without experience 


Position includes: 

Light Bookkeeping & Computer Experience, 
Social Media Marketing, Receptionist, 
Cleaning & Other Responsibilities 
Text 413-654-8000 cell or 
call Hair Salon 413-436-9302 


1053 Main Street, Warren, MA 01083 


Country Auto Body, Inc. 


SEASON GREETINGS 


& HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS 





Featuring Cooper Tires 
All Name Brand Tires Available 





Full Auto Body 
Mechanical & Towing Service 


Sv eeeuaiinleaelicisiuaysileamayit 


69 Donovan Road, North Brookfield 
508-867-9736 





SPORTS 
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Soccer changes affected approach to game 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION — The MIAA 
made several rule changes to 
the sport of soccer this past fall 
due to COVID-19. 

It took a couple of match- 
es for the players, coaches, and 
referees to get used to the new 
modified rules. 

“It did take some time for 
the players to get used to the 
new rules. We're hoping to go 
back to soccer without modi- 
fications next year,’ said Mon- 
son girls’ varsity soccer coach 
Eric Degnan. “The players de- 
serve a lot of credit. You also 
have to give the referees a lot 
of credit as well. It wasn’t very 
easy for them either.” 

Granby girls varsity soccer 
coach Robert Weaver was hap- 
py his players had the opportu- 
nity to play some matches this 
fall. 

“The girls were very hap- 
py just to be getting together, 
practicing and playing soccer 
while following the modifica- 
tions,’ Weaver said. “At Gran- 
by, we had great backing from 
the school’s administration, 
school committee, and health 
department.” 

One of the rule changes 
was the elimination of throw- 
ins. When the ball crossed the 
touchline, the restart was a 


kick-in, which was the same 
as an indirect kick. The ball 
was placed on the spot on the 
touchline where the ball went 
out of bounds or behind it. 

Ludlow boys’ varsity soccer 
coach Greg Kolodziey really 
didn’t mind the elimination of 
throw-ins. 

“We have benefitted over the 
years from having a player who 
could throw it far,’ Kolodziey 
said. “You could create more 
scoring chances on more re- 
starts with the kick-in.” 

There were also no head 
balls allowed. 

“T think the rule change that 
affected the game the most was 
elimination of head balls. I’ve 
never seen so many well-ex- 
ecuted shoulder balls in my 
life,” Kolodziey added. “But 
there were a lot of good scor- 
ing chances missed by all the 
teams due to not being allowed 
to head the ball.” 

Players were not allowed to 
make intentional physical con- 
tact with an opposing player. 

“We always stress the 1m- 
portance of not committing 
reckless and needless fouls,” 
Kolodziey said. “If the health 
situation 1s under control, I do 
think all the modified rules will 
be changed back next season.” 

Goalkeepers weren't  al- 
lowed to kick, punt dropkick, 
or throw the ball in the air be- 


yond the midfield line. 

If the ball did travel in the 
air beyond the midfield line 
without touching a player, the 
resulting restart was an indi- 
rect kick for the opposing team 
from the spot it crossed mid- 
field. 

“IT strongly disliked the rule 
where the goalie could not 
punt, or goal kick the ball over 
half,’ said Ware boys varsity 
soccer coach Jesse Trzpit “To 
me, it didn’t make a lot of 
sense to begin with, I didn’t see 
how it benefitted anyone’s safe- 
ty and it also took a large ad- 
vantage away from our team. 
Our starting goalie consis- 
tently kicks the ball over half 
which gives us an opportunity 
to move the ball up field more 
so than other ways. Our back- 
up goalie also has the ability to 
do this.” 

All of the high school soc- 
cer matches were played in four 
ten-minute quarters instead of 
two twenty minutes halves. 

A couple of the other rule 
changes were corner kicks were 
indirect kicks, no timeouts will 
be allowed, and there were no 
rebounds allowed on penalty 
kicks. Coaches, players and 
referees wore masks during the 
game. 

Everyone is hoping to have 
a normal high school soccer 
season in the fall of 2021. 





FILE PHOTOS 


Girls soccer adjusted to the modified rules of soccer, which included no throw-ins and 
goalies could not punt over the half line. 





Boys soccer had to do without head balls, a big part of the attack game. 





several unknowns for 
winter sports season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — In Western 
Massachusetts, winter sports 
are scheduled to begin in ear- 
ly January, but that is pending 
the creation of a new sched- 
ule and the Pioneer Valley 
Interscholastic Athletic Con- 
ference forming geographic 
“bubble” leagues for basket- 
ball and hockey, as well as 
swimming. 

In November, the PVIAC 
agreed to go ahead with win- 
ter sports, but made a number 
of rulings: 

¢ Compete in a bubble that 
will limit contact with fewer 
athletes (schools). 

¢ Start date for win- 
ter sports January 4, 2021 
through February 20, 2021 

¢ The scheduled amount 
of games will be: Team sports 
(Basketball, Swimming, Ice 
Hockey) 10-12 Skiung 5-6 
contest 

¢ No independent varsity 
contests, only those given 


by schedulers. 

¢ Spectators for Indoor 
Games TBD. 

¢ Out of season coaching: 
There will be no out of season 
coaching during the Winter 
Season 

¢ Strongly recommend no 
captains practices. 

With the recent rollout of 
a vaccine as well as a second 
one now in the pipeline that 
could accelerate the vacci- 
nation process, it 1s unclear 
if decisions made about fans 
will be revisited at some point. 

Another decision that must 
be made is what schools will 
be participating in the winter 
season. 

Changes that have already 
been made for the season in- 
clude the addition of South- 
wick to the winter ranks. 
Southwick’s school commit- 
tee did not allow the school to 
participate in the fall season, 
but has agreed to support the 
winter season. Southwick has 
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WALPOLE, N.H. — Gran- 
ite State Pro Stock Series offi- 
cials announced on Thursday 
a 15-race schedule for the 2021 
race season. The slate will 
bring drivers to three different 
New England states -- while 
visiting eight different tracks 
in one of the most complete 
schedules the series has ever 
offered for teams and fans. 

The calendar is headlined 
by the annual Newport Chev- 
rolet 150 at Claremont Mo- 
torsports Park, this time on 
Saturday, July 31 -- a $10,000 
to win show that 1s sure to 
draw the top Super Late Mod- 
el talent in the region. The se- 
ries will also make a debut at 
one of New England’s most 
historic tracks and _ return 
to multiple staple facilities, 
with a mix of flat and banked 
tracks planned. 

“We're thrilled with the 
way our schedule came to- 
gether for the 2021 season,” 
Mike Parks, president of the 
Granite State Pro Stock Se- 
ries, said. “We always strive 
to get 14-16 races and we were 
able to accomplish it again. 


We think our competitors and 
fans will enjoy it.” 

The season starts with the 
big debut in Connecticut. 
Granite State teams will com- 
pete at Stafford Motor Speed- 
way for the first time as part 
of the annual NAPA Spring 
Sizzler weekend on Saturday, 
April 24 -- a one-day show. 
Pro Stocks are no stranger 
to the Arute-owned facility 
-- having run as a weekly di- 
vision for decades -- but now, 
the touring stars will invade to 
compete with some of the lo- 
cal talent that are sure to find 
themselves a ride. 

“To say we are thrilled to 
finally bring the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series to Stafford 
would be an understatement,” 
Parks said. “This will be the 
icing on the cake to kick-off 
the Greatest Race in the His- 
tory of the Spring, the annual 
NAPA Spring Sizzler. It’s go- 
ing to be an amazing event for 
our series and the track both.” 

Following Stafford, just 
one week later, Monadnock 
Speedway will host their 
first of two series events on 


Claremont to host Stock Series 


Sunday afternoon, May 2 as 
part of their season-opening 
Spring Dash weekend. Post- 
time for this event is 2 p.m., 
with the NHSTRA Modifieds, 
NELCAR Legends and more 
also on the card. A second 
stop at “Mad Dog” 1s slated 
for Saturday, September 4 as 
part of Labor Day weekend at 
the Winchester, New Hamp- 
shire, oval. 

The series heads to Bobby 
Webber’s Star Speedway for 
the first of two stops on Sat- 
urday night, May 8, before 
a return to the Star Classic 
weekend on Friday, Septem- 
ber 17 comes in the thick of 
the championship battle. Last 
year, Derek Griffith and Joey 
Pole put together one of the 
best races in series history as 
part of the Classic at Star, 
which has become a staple 
track for the series. 

Claremont Motorsports 
Park hosts their first of three 
dates on Memorial Day week- 
end as a Sunday evening spe- 
cial, May 30. Following the 


Please see STOCK, page 11 
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SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation is pleased 
to announce a donation of over 1,000 
teddy bears and stuffed animals to lo- 
cal charitable partners, the culmination 
of a successful Drive-Thru Teddy Bear 
Toss presented by Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas, that was held on Saturday, Dec. 
12 outside of the MassMutual Center in 
downtown Springfield. 

This morning, the Thunderbirds’ 
mascot Boomer, along with staff mem- 
bers, made deliveries of hundreds of 


stuffed animals to Square One, Center 
for Human Development (CHD), Boys 
and Girls Club of Springfield, and the 
Boys & Girls Club, Family Center in 
Springfield. 





The Thunderbirds mascot tosses a teddy bear from 
a donor’s car. 
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Thunderbirds announce massive teddy bear donation 


“Our holiday celebrations are look- 
ing much different this year, but the 
Springfield Thunderbirds have proven 
that with a bit of creativity and careful 
planning, the children in our communi- 
ty can still experience the magic of the 
season,’ says Kristine Allard, Vice Pres- 
ident of Development & Communica- 
tions, Square One. “We are so grateful 
to Nate Costa and the entire Thunder- 
birds community for keeping the tradi- 
tion of the Teddy Bear Toss alive. Our 


}?? 


children will be overjoyed! 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual Teddy Bear Toss event was much 
different than previous years. Instead of 
tossing the bears onto the ice after the 
first T-Birds first goal during a home 
game in December, fans brought their 
new teddy bears or stuffed animals down 
and ‘tossed’ them out of their vehicles 
as part of the Drive-Thru Teddy Bear 
Toss at the MassMutual Center on the 
corner of Main St. and Bruce Landon 





SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Despite the pandemic conditions, the Springfield Thunderbirds still held its annual teddy bear drive. 


Way. Boomer, the Nicebox Icebox, and 
front office staff were present to collect 
donations and properly package and 
sanitize them. Those that couldn’t make 
it that day also donated at the Thun- 
derbirds office, at Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas in Chicopee, the Springfield Visi- 
tor Center, or at New Valley Bank’s new 
headquarters located in Monarch Place 
in downtown Springfield. 

“The T-Birds and their loyal fans 
have again stepped up to bring holiday 
joy to children and families receiving ser- 
vices in CHD programs across western 
Massachusetts,” said Ben Craft, CHD?’s 
Vice President of Community Engage- 
ment. “We deeply appreciate the Thun- 
derbirds organization’s partnership and 
strong commitment to our community, 
and we can’t wait to get back to the are- 
na to cheer them on when it’s safe to do 
SO.” 

The virtual and drive-thru version 
of the Teddy Bear Toss kicked off on 
#GivingTuesday, the annual global 
movement that encourages people to do 
good and support nonprofits, encourag- 
ing fans that couldn’t physically attend 
the event to donate to the Thunderbirds’ 
Foundation and sponsor a bear. Over 
250 bears were sponsored by local and 
national supporters of the Teddy Bear 
Toss through donations to the Thun- 
derbirds’ Foundation, including a sig- 
nificant number donated by Balise Auto 
Group. 

“We are amazed and grateful at the 
outpouring of support for the Drive-Th- 
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WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TLTTAN@ TALKS ~ 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 


AN tal th 16 (GS + TUESDAY, JAN. 12/6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 14 / 6 PM EST 


dine & Perfouning Arts 
aX Fn BD) 5a) 0 Ore 


Entrepreneurship, Kconomics & Finance 


Middle School 


TUESDAY, JAN. 19 / 6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 21 / 6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 26 / 6 PM EST 

INTERNATIONAL « WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27 / 7:30 AM EST 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 


www.wma.us/titantalks 
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Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


Senior athlete photos wanted 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
escibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end 
and Turley Publications has been 
all over the action. 

But with this unpredictable sea- 
son there have been temporary or in 
some cases, permanent stoppages in 
play, and we still want to help fea- 
ture your athletes, especially those 
who are seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on 
this season in order to bring the 
best coverage we can possibly man- 
age and fill our pages with names 


and color. 

We know that fans will be limit- 
ed to the home crowds, but that is 
where you all come in. 

If you attended any senior games 
and would like to see those photos 
in our papers, we welcome submit- 
ted photos from those events and 
information about graduating se- 
niors who participated in Fall 1 
sports. 

We also welcome any addition- 
al information about other major 
achievements. Send any and all in- 
formation and photos for inclusion 
to sports@turley.com. 





LUDLOW — Western United Pio- 
neers FC 1s excited to offer a soccer 
clinic in Pelham, MA for players in the 
Massachusetts North Region. The fall 
clinic provides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC coaches. 
There are two sessions available. sign up 
for one or both. It makes a great holi- 
day gift for friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys and 
girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
and 2014. The four-week program 1n- 
cludes one practice per week for a total 
of $65 per session ($130 for 2 sessions). 
Sessions will consist of a max of 15 
players per field (COVID regulation for 
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the players’ safety). 

SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/11, 1/25, 
2/1, & 2/8 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 3/1, 
3/8, & 3/15 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pelham 
Elementary School at 45 Amherst 
Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 
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ru Teddy Bear Toss” said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. “Teddy Bear 
Toss 1s a staple event for the Thunder- 
birds, and our fans came out in full sup- 
port. We can’t thank our fans, partners, 


and those that donated to our Founda- 
tion enough to be able to bring smiles to 
children at this time of year.” 

The Thunderbirds extend a special 
thank you to all of their partners that 
stepped up and were able to make this 
event a reality, including: Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas, Balise Auto Group, West- 


ern Mass News, the Springfield Business 
Improvement District & downtown Vis- 
itor’s Center, New Valley Bank & Trust 
and Dunkin’. The Thunderbirds also 
would like to thank their teddy bear 
delivery partner, BMW of West Spring- 
field. 

The Thunderbirds Teddy Bear Toss 


was established in 2016, whereby the 
Thunderbirds’ first goal in the annual 
Teddy Bear Toss game results in a cele- 
bration of bears being thrown onto the 
ice. Since starting the tradition four sea- 
sons ago, the Thunderbirds have con- 
tributed more than 10,000 bears to local 
Springfield charities. 
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$10,000 to win Newport Chevrolet 150 
in July, an event won by Derek Grif- 
fith last year, the champion will be 
crowned at Claremont for the first time 
on October 16 as part of the track’s 
Fall Challenge weekend. 

Beech Ridge Motor Speedway in 
Maine will hold two Granite State 
events for the first time in track his- 
tory -- with stops set for June 12 and 
August 14. Last year, the series hosted 
more than 30 cars as a mix of regulars 
and track favorites competed for glory 
in the inaugural stop at Beech Ridge 
-- arace won by Wyatt Alexander. 

“We had so much success with our 
first appearance at Beech Ridge last 
year, the car count was fantastic and 
Andy and the staff there welcomed us 
and our teams for a great event,’ Parks 
said. “Going there twice should give us 
much of the same we saw in 2020.” 

Additional summer events include 
the annual stop at Riverside Speedway 
in Groveton, New Hampshire, on June 
19 and the Sunday afternoon spectac- 
ular at Hudson Speedway on Sunday, 
July 11. Granite State teams will also 
stop at Lee USA Speedway twice -- 
both at some of the track’s most his- 
toric race weekends. The first comes 
on Friday, July 2, celebrating Indepen- 
dence Day -- and the second will be on 
Sunday, October 3 as part of the sea- 
son-ending Octoberfest. 

There 1s one event that remains 
outstanding on the series schedule -- 
dated for Saturday, July 24 -- which is 
on track to be announced soon. Series 
officials are working on the final de- 


tails surrounding that event and will 
announce once available. 

The Granite State Pro Stock Series 
will have further updates surrounding 
the 2021 season when available. For 
more information, visit gspss.net and 
follow the series on social media. 

2021 GRANITE STATE PRO 
STOCK SERIES SCHEDULE: 

April 24 -- Stafford Motor Speed- 
way -- Stafford, Conn. -- 75 laps 

May 2 -- Monadnock Speedway -- 
Winchester, N.H. -- 100 laps 

May 8 -- Star Speedway -- Epping, 
N.H. -- 100 laps 

May 30 -- Claremont Speedway -- 
Claremont, N.H. -- 100 laps 

June 12 -- Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine -- 
150 laps 

June 19 -- Riverside Speedway -- 
Groveton, N.H. -- 150 laps 

July 2 -- Lee USA Speedway -- Lee, 
N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 11 -- Hudson International 
Speedway -- Hudson, N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 24 -- TBA 

July 31 -- $10k to Win -- Claremont 
Motorsports Park -- Claremont, N.H. 
-- 100 laps 

August 14 -- Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine -- 
150 laps 

September 4 -- Monadnock Speed- 
way -- Winchester, N.H -- 100 laps 

September 17 -- Star Speedway -- 
Epping, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 3 -- Lee USA Speedway -- 
Lee, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 16 -- Claremont Motor- 
sports Park -- Claremont, N.H. -- 100 
laps 
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in a tree cavity or old woodpecker hole. 
They will also use next boxes. 


Thistle feeder 

During the warm weather, a bear 
grabbed my thistle (niger) seed feed- 
er. He pulled it off the hook and left 
it about 15 feet away. The plastic tube 
was crushed and the seed ports re- 
moved. There was not a single seed 
to be found in it. The American gold- 
finches and chickadees kept flying to 
where the feeder was. 

I bought another feeder and put it 
out. It did not take them long to find 
the new feeder. American goldfinches 
and chickadees love the thistle seed 
and often three or four eat from the 
feed perches at once. 


Canada geese 
Last week, I saw a very large flock 
of Canada geese in a harvested corn- 
field. The flock had well over 100 hun- 
dred geese. They were probably on 
their way from Canada to the south- 
erm winter grounds. 


Bluebirds 

My son-in-law, Bryan, saw four 
bluebirds in his yard last week. He 
watched them come and go from one 
of the two bluebird houses in his Barre 
yard. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100 or emailing myback- 
yardS8&@aol.com or edowner@turley. 
com. 
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boys and girls basketball as well as ice 
hockey. 

Belchertown, while it will allow 
swimming and basketball, hockey is 
not being allowed due to the fact the 
UMass practice rink, their home ice, 
is not available. Belchertown’s school 
committee confirmed other options 
for Belchertown would be in com- 
munities that currently in the red sta- 
tus for being labeled “high-risk” for 
COVID-19 spread. Belchertown is one 
of the towns not allowed to play other 
schools that have the red designation. 

Holyoke High School, which ceased 
its fall season on Oct. 21, is set to par- 
ticipate in the winter season with bas- 
ketball and swimming, but can only 
do so if it gets out of the red by Dec. 


24 and remains out of the red until the 
season starts in January. It 1s possible 
the school will start late. 

Other changes and decisions are 
still pending, though many schools 
have already opted to participate. 

Pathfinder will participate in winter 
sports, but must find another venue 
due to the fact their gymnasium Is cur- 
rently being used as a cafeteria. 

While the PVIAC has not made an 
official ruling on whether fans will be 
allowed in arenas, the MIAA’s current 
guidance is to allow up to 40 percent 
of a gymnasium’s capacity. Howev- 
er, the number of game participants 
(players, coaches, officials, etc.) count 
toward that 40 percent. Some schools, 
like the fall, could bar fans altogether 
in an effort to lower the spread while 
the current surge is still on. 
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number traveling by car will be down 
more than 800,000, 36% less than last 
year. The CDC urges Americans not to 
travel for the holidays this year, warn- 
ing that travel increases your chance of 
getting and spreading COVID-19. For 
those who make the personal decision 
to travel, it is important to understand 
the risks involved and take steps to keep 
themselves and others safe. Seek the ad- 
vice of a trusted travel advisor and refer 
to AAA’s COVID-19 Travel Restrictions 
Map and TripTik.AAA.com for the 
latest state and local travel restrictions 
and to help determine which rest stops, 
gas stations, restaurants and hotels are 
open along the route. Holiday travelers 
are continuing to take a wait-and-see 
approach to their travel decisions. With 
COVID 19 cases steadily increasing this 
month, the expected continued rise will 
likely prompt some Americans to make 
last minute decisions to not follow 
through with upcoming travel plans, 
which was the trend during the lead up 
to Thanksgiving. Based on mid-Octo- 
ber travel forecast models, AAA expect- 
ed up to 50 million people would travel 
for the Thanksgiving holiday, which 
would have been a decline of 10% from 
2019. While final Thanksgiving travel 
numbers are not yet available, AAA ex- 
pects the decline to be closer to 15-20%, 
as the CDC and state and local authori- 
ties advised against holiday travel. Most 
Americans who decide to travel will do 
so by car, with road trips accounting for 


96% of holiday travel. Up to 81 million 
Americans will travel by car, a decline 
of at least 25% compared to last year. 
Auto travel is expected to replace some 
trips previously taken by bus, train or 
airplane, given the flexibility, security 
and comfort traveling by car provides. 
For those who decide to hit the road for 
the year-end holidays, gas prices remain 
nearly 50 cents cheaper than this time 
last year. Recent monthly gas prices 
are 19% below 2019 averages. AAA 
reminds those hitting the road to plan 
their route in advance and ensure their 
vehicle is ready for the road, to help 
avoid a breakdown along the way. As 
many as 2.9 million travelers are ex- 
pected to book flights for the holidays, 
a decline of nearly 60% from 2019. Air 
travelers can likely expect to pay lower 
airfares this holiday season, as AAA 
has seen double-digit reductions in 
average flight costs. AAA reminds air 
travelers to wear their mask and wipe 
down seats, armrests, belt buckles and 
tray tables using disinfecting wipes, as 
an extra precaution. Meanwhile, up to 
480,000 Americans are expected to trav- 
el by other modes, including bus and 
train this holiday season, a sharp de- 
cline of 87% as some bus and train trips 
will be shifted to car travel or cancelled. 
AAA Northeast is a not-for-profit auto 
club with 64 offices in Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jer- 
sey, New Hampshire and New York, 
providing more than 5.7 million local 
AAA members with travel, insurance, 
finance and auto-related services. 
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For the week of Nov. 23-Dec.13, 
the East Brookfield Police Department 
conducted 259 building/property checks, 
12 radar assignments, 35 motor vehi- 
cle stops, 40 directed/area patrols, five 
traffic controls, four animal calls, 28 
emergency 911 calls, four assist other 
agencies, 16 safety hazards and seven 
assist citizens. 


Monday, Nov. 23 
10:43 a.m. Phone — Larceny/Theft/Shop- 
lifting Rte. 49 — Report Taken 


Tuesday, Nov. 24 
10:35 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
South Pond Road — Transported to 
Hospital 
1:07 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency East 
Main Street — Transported to Hospital 
10:58 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Mechanic Street — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


Wednesday, Nov. 25 
3:07 p.m. 911 — Harassment Harrington 
Street — Services Rendered 
5:37 p.m. 911 — Harassment East Main 
Street — Officer Handled 
12:33 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Nov. 26 
7:21 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
West Sturbridge Road — Transported to 
Hospital 
7:23 p.m. 911 —Complaint/Motor Vehi- 
cle Operations Rte. 49 — Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency 


Friday, Nov. 27 
3:01 p.m. Initiated - Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Written 
Warning 
3:49 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
East Main Street — Citation Issued 
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- public safety - 
East Brookfield Police Log 


Saturday, Nov. 28 
10:36 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Podunk Road — Written Warning 
12:59 p.m. Initiated — legal Dumping 
Podunk Road — Negative Contact 


7:29 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 


East Main Street — Vehicle Towed 


Sunday, Nov. 29 


4:09 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency Po- 


dunk Road — Transported to Hospital 


2:22 p.m. 911 — Complaint/Motor Vehi- 


cle Operations Blaine Avenue — Trans- 
ferred Call to C3 

3:51 p.m. 911 — Assist Citizen Podunk 
Road — Services Rendered 


Monday, Nov. 30 


5:25 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency East 


Main Street — Services Rendered 


5:33 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Acci- 


dent East Main Street — Report Taken 
6:13 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard Podunk 
Road — Removed Hazard 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
12:50 p.m. 911 — Carbon Monoxide 
Stone Road — Services Rendered 
4:28 p.m. Initiated — Fraud Connie 
Mack Drive — Report Taken 


9:07 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard Rte. 49 — 


Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 


10:23 a.m. Phone — Medical Emergency 


Stone Road — Services Rendered 

10:44 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Baker Hill Road — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


12:31 p.m. Phone — Scam Connie Mack 


Drive — Services Rendered 


1:21 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Accident 


East Main Street — Arrest(s) Made 
11:48 p.m. Initiated - Motor Vehicle 
Stop Cottage Street - Summons Issued 


Thursday, Dec. 3 
4:29 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Hay- 


wood Drive — Services Rendered 


Friday, Dec. 4 
6:30 a.m. 911 —Complaint/Motor Vehi- 
cle Operations Rte. 49 — Citation Issued 
2:19 p.m. 911- Complaint/Motor Vehicle 
Operations Rte. 49 — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 


Saturday, Dec. 5 
8:33 a.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard East 
Main Street — Spoken To 
3:31 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard Har- 
rington Lane — Services Rendered 
4:23 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard Po- 
dunk Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 
4:37 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard West 
Sturbridge Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 
4:41 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard West 
Sturbridge Road — Removed Hazard 
4:54 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard Oak- 
wood Drive — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 
5:49 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard West 
Sturbridge Road — Removed Hazard 
6 p.m. Radio — Safety Hazard Podunk 
Road — Taken/Referred to Other Agency 
6:55 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Howe 
Street — Services Rendered 
7:43 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard East 
Main Street - Removed Hazard 


Sunday, Dec. 6 
11:20 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Ad- 
ams Road — Dispatch Handled 
2:54 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
West Sturbridge Road — Transported to 
Hospital 


Monday, Dec. 7 
6:29 p.m. Initiated -Motor Vehicle Stop 
North Brookfield Road — Citation Issued 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 
2:42 a.m. Initiated — Parking Complaint 
East Main Street — Citation Issued 


4:29 p.m. Radio — Fraud West Stur- 
bridge Road — Report Taken 

7:36 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Adams 
Road — Dispatch Handled 

8:41 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
Adams Road — Citation Issued 


Wednesday, Dec. 9 
8:34 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Stone Road — Transported to Hospital 


Thursday, Dec. 10 
3:55 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
Harrington Street — Citation Issued 
5:37 p.m. Phone — Scam East Main 
Street — Spoken To 
Friday, Dec. 11 
1:50 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
West Main Street — Summons Issued 
3:37 p.m. Initiated — Scam Harrington 
Street — Report Taken 
6:14 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
East Main Street — Arrest(s) Made 
10:27 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Rte. 49 — Arrest(s) Made 
Arrest: Christopher R. Paine, South- 
bridge 
Possession of Class B; Operating After 
Suspension 


Saturday, Dec. 12 
1:52 a.m. Initiated — Parking Complaint 
East Main Street — Citation Issued 
3:55 a.m. Initiated — Parking Complaint 
East Main Street — Citation Issued 
9:15 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Sunday, Dec. 13 
9:38 a.m. 911 — Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations East Main Street — 
Spoken To 
10:29 a.m. Phone — Fire, Other North 
Sturbridge Road — Services Rendered 
4:11 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Accident 
Rte. 49 — Vehicle Towed 





Warren Police Log 


Sunday, Dec. 6 
10:58 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergen- 
cy Winthrop Terrace —- Ambulance 
Canceled 


Monday, Dec. 7 
11:09 a.m. Unattended Death Maple 
Street — Report Filed 
8:44 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
North Street — Referred to Other 
Agency 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 
4:42 p.m. Serve Warrant Summer 
Street — Arrest(s) Made 
Arrest: Randy J. Smith, Jr., 38, Warren 
Warrant 


Wednesday, Dec. 9 
1:07 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Written Warning 
3:16 p.m. Fraud Milton O. Fountain 
Way — Report Filed 
9:27 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Criminal Complaint 
Summons: Benjamin R. Cathcart, 21, 
Warren 
Unlicensed Operation of Motor Vehi- 
cle; Attaching Wrong Plate; Uninsured 
Motor Vehicle; Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle 


Thursday, Dec. 10 
8:28 a.m. Property Damage Main 
Street — Officer Advised 
3:15 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergen- 
cy Coy Hill Road — Transported to 


Hospital 

Friday, Dec. 11 
5:18 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Written Warning 
6:09 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Written Warning 
8:20 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Written Warning 
1:33 p.m. Harassing/Annoying Phone 
Calls Main Street — Officer Spoke to 
Party 
2:36 p.m. Fire, Motor Vehicle Accident 
Pleasantdale Road — Transported to 
Hospital 
2:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South- 
bridge Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Dec. 12 
3:20 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Maple Street — Arrest(s) Made 
8:08 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Ware Road — Transported to Hospital 
11:49 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident 
Milton O. Fountain Way — Investiga- 
tion (On-going) 
2:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street — Arrest(s) Made 
Arrest: Serena M. Smith, 39, Warren 
Unlicensed Operation of Motor Vehi- 
cle; License Revoked, Operate Motor 
Vehicle With 
Summons: Serena M. Smith, 39, 
Warren 
Use Motor Vehicle Without Authority 
3:50 p.m. Fraud North Street — Officer 
Spoke to Party 





New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Dec. 7-14, the 
Hardwick/New Braintree Police Depart- 
ment conducted 17 building/property 
checks, 4 radar assignments, 1 motor ve- 
hicle accident, 5 motor vehicle stops, 18 
directed/area patrols, 6 traffic controls 
and 5 emergency 911 calls in the town 
of New Braintree. 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 
7:06 a.m. 911 —Complaint/Motor Ve- 
hicle Operations West Brookfield Road 
— Investigated 
9 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency West 
Road — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Dec. 9 
9:56 a.m. Phone — Fraud Old Common 
Road — Spoken To 


Thursday, Dec. 10 
2:49 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency Le- 
tendre Lane — Transported to Hospital 


Friday, Dec. 11 
5:36 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
Barre Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Dec. 12 
12:44 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
West Road — Services Rendered 
1:31 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Accident 
Mara Road — Transported to Hospital 


EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 
& CLASSIFIEDS 


To celebrate 
CHRISTNAS, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NIOON - 
FRI., DEC. 18 
for the week of 

Dec. 22-25 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





To celebrate 
NEV YEAR, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 
NIOQOoOnN - 
WED., DEC. 23 
for the week of 
Dec. 29-Jan. 1 


24 Water Street 


Palmer, MA 01069 


413-283-8393 
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Each preschool class has a family tree with photos of each student and 


their family, and a second class has each family as a hot air balloon. 


school: Playing is serious learning. 





Painting and decorations greet preschoolers every day. 


PRESCHOOL from page 1 


begin in January, will need to address 
preschool students with serious learning 
issues as they move on to other grades. 

Kustigian also thanked community 
members Derick Veliz, Billie Moberg, 
Deb Provencher and Craig Burgess, 
who is a parent as well as a Quaboag 
School Committee member. 

Veliz, who has an architectural back- 
ground, found an architectural com- 
pany, and he did the drawings for the 
preschool himself. Moberg, Provencher 
and Burgess all volunteered their time 
to help paint the new classrooms and 
hallways. 


Preschool paraprofessional Trey Allen freehand painted the saying that sums much of what goes on in pre- 


He thanked paraprofessionals Trey 
Allen, Jessica Frenette, Gail Giguere, 
Carol Pagnoni, Kaitlan Piche and Nan- 
cy Schultz as well as the custodial staff 
members Talon Hibler, Jimmy McKe- 
on, Josh Plouffe and Joe Nolan. 

Kustigian thanked Allen for his dec- 
orative painting on the walls leading to 
the preschool and the preschool. “He 
did this all freehand, he’s so talented,” 
Kustigian said. 

But it is the spirit in the preschool, 
not the new space that makes it a special 
place, he said. “Our staff, they make it 
special,” he said. 

“Tt’s been a labor of love; it has al- 
lowed us to really bond as a team work- 
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Quaboag preschool paraprofessional Trey Allen painted the sayings on the walls leading to the preschool area. 
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Each preschool student has a poster with the facts and photos about them. 


ing on this,” said Pietro. 

Kustigian said visiting the preschool 
area as often as he can allows him to see 
how the students are 1n the space. “ 

“When you see the photos of them 
on the (school’s) family tree, it melts 
your heart,” he said. “They’re at ease 
because it’s an ideal learning space,” he 
said. “And our staff made that happen. 
They see their pictures everywhere and 
things are personalized for each student. 
You've really made a positive difference 
in the life of our students.” 

QRMHS Principal Stephen Duff 
said the preschool program is a fantas- 
tic opportunity for the school’s older 
students. 


The digital signage students are cre- 
ating parking signs for the preschool, 
he said, and the school’s administra- 
tors will be pursuing connections with 
higher education to offer students ear- 
ly childhood education opportunities. 
Those opportunities will be in addition 
to the school’s existing certified medical 
assistant and fire science classes. 

Pietro thanked Duff and the school 
staff for being welcoming to the com- 
bined preschool program. She said Duff 
visits the preschool every day and is 
known for his singing and dancing with 
the preschoolers. “It’s nice to feel at 
home in a new space,” she said. 





BRIERE from page 1 


nity Preservation Act funded the proj- 
ect. The planning board approved the 
five-year plan and the board of select- 
men unanimously voted to accept the 
plan at its Dec. 7 meeting. 

In Sturbridge, availability of rent- 
als decreased and it made it harder 
for people to come to town. Stur- 
bridge had a $98,200 Area Median 
Income. The town was currently at 
5.6% of the 10% state mandate of af- 
fordable housing. 

The town has 209 affordable units 
and should have 376. The plan recom- 
mends increasing units at 19 per year 
for the five-year period. If the town 
worked toward the goal to achieve 
“safe harbor units,” it would stop a 
hostile 40B developer from coming 
into town as the town showed an ef- 
fort to meet the state mandate. 


Holiday hours 
Town administrator Jeff Bridges 
recommended holiday hours for town 


office buildings. He said normally the 
office employees work a '2 day on 
Fridays. This year he recommended 
being closed Thursday, Dec. 24 and 
Friday, Dec. 25 and closed at | p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 31 and closed 
Friday, Jan. 1. He said the employ- 
ees would make up the one hour dif- 
ference. Selectmen voted to approve 
the holiday hours and waive without 
prejudice the one hour. 


Sewer system 

The Department of Environmen- 
tal Protection mandated an inflow 
and infiltration study of the town’s 
sewer. The town’s sewer system after 
heavy rains ended up treating a lot of 
ground water. The study would check 
for cracks and leaks in the sewer 
pipes. The town set aside $105,000 for 
the study and received two proposals 
for the project, which were basical- 
ly the same. Veolia, one of the pro- 
posals, has the town sewer contract. 
It was recommended to use them as 
they were familiar with the system. 


The total cost for the study was 
$145,000 and the first year cost 
$75,000. The town would go for the 
additional funds at town meeting. 

The board on the recommendation 
of Shane Moody, who oversees the 
system, recommended to increase the 
in and out of town septic rate to seven 
cents per gallon. Moody said Spencer 
and North Brookfield were increas- 
ing their rates to seven cents start- 
ing Jan. 1. The selectmen voted the 
increase effective Jan. 1. Selectmen 
vice chair Mary Dowling thanked se- 
lectman Michael Suprenant for being 
proactive regarding the rate increase. 
He found Sturbridge, Southbridge, 
Spencer and North Brookfield rates 
were much lower than neighboring 
areas. 


First refusal 
Selectmen voted to waive the right 
of first refusal on property at 44 Al- 
len Road, currently in Chapter 61A. 
Both the Planning Board and Con- 
servation Commission recommended 


the town not purchase the property. 
Other business 

The town accepted the resignation 
of Christopher Kane, a dispatcher for 
the police department and Jacqueline 
Becker of the fire department. 

Selectmen voted three to two to 
approve lowering of license fees for 
the American Legion to 50% for this 
year only, a total of $85. Chair Mary 
Blanchard and Ian Dunnigan voted 
no. Blanchard said she was not in fa- 
vor of waiving fees as if 1t was done 
to one would have to do for all. Se- 
lectman Dowling said these were our 
veterans and the town should help 
out. The board received a request for 
relief from town fees from the Amer- 
ican Legion as it lost a large amount 
of revenue this year due to the pan- 
demic. 

The board of selectmen approved 
an amended Community Host Agree- 
ment for Local Roots to include can- 
nabis curbside service. Town counsel 
K.P. Law said the request was consis- 
tent with the host agreement. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


1/4 CARAT DIAMOND NECK: 
LACE 14K White Gold. 18” Chain. 
$400.00 Call (413) 210-2306 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2Q***exex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill 
the need for more art in healthcare 
facilities. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 

















FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 
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DEADLINES 


Base Price 
a0) $26.00 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$27.00 23 $27.50 24 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$29.00 27 $29.50 28 $30.00 
Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$31.00 31 $31.50 32 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


35 
Base Price| 39 
35.00 


Base Price} 3G Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 
$35.50 $ 





HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






te 
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TANS 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 





HUBBARDSTON 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


ELD 





BROOKFII 











WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59.000 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Iree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 





ee naan 

Pe o-F _s—_— See ean 
ALL THREE ZONES. 

Name Phone; First ZONE base price adeltonal words 

Address; = Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 (é 

Town; State: Zips Add a third ZONE ___ $5.00 — Can fog rye 

Number of Weeks; X perweekrate=$ Subtotal o TEE it i 

Credit Card: ) MasterCard OVISA Jj Discover 1) Cash Ld Check# x Number of Weeks Y A 

Card #:___ Exp.Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed V , 

Amount of charge: Date, an Su 


Find a good home or 
adopt your next pet here! 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





assitieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 





DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 
ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with air-brakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Digital Photos 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
@ 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE - WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! Call Mary 
(413) 531-3722. Securestoragema. 
com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 


cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


eS 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


$12.50 
Each 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo 
that recently ran in one 
of our publications. 
Go to newspapers.turley. f= ‘ 
com/photo-request — 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 








The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


PARENT from page 1 


staff members to safely conduct school. Students and 
staff were finishing up having the last two weeks of 
learning be remote only, Dec. 7 through Dec.18, and 
are scheduled to return to the hybrid schedule on 
Monday, Dec. 21. The staff member’s positive testing 
for COVID-19 did not emanate from the school, he 
said, it was brought to the school. 

Goodale said she could find no definitive informa- 
tion about six feet being the necessary social distancing 
for schools, but Kustigian said Lacey has told him that 
six feet is the distance to be kept between students and 
students and teachers. He said the School Committee 
has also approved a contract with the teachers’ union 
that keeps six-feet social distancing in place through 
the pandemic. 

“We just can’t do it,” Kustigian said, referring to 
bringing back all students to school. “It has to be safe 
for everyone.” 

While the state Department of Education has en- 
couraged schools to return students physically to 
school, it maintains six feet is the right social distance 
to have between students and staff, he said. 

Quaboag Regional Middle High School art teacher 
Beth Hansen said the teachers’ union planned to play 
hardball with the School Committee because it was 
possible this week would be the third week in a row 
that the towns around Warren, West Brookfield and 
Southbridge, where many School Choice students live, 
would have a positivity rate would above 5%. 

The teachers’ contract states that if there are three 
such weeks with that rate, classes must return to re- 
mote only, she said, and the union would be hold- 
ing the district to that agreement. She also referred 
Goodale to the CDC website for information about 
safe social distancing. 

Kustigian said Tuesday in a phone interview that 
there is a difference of opinion about the wording of 
the contract. It does say the 5% percent positivity rate 
for Quaboag’s towns of West Brookfield and Warren 
must be considered, but also other surrounding towns 
including Ware, Palmer, Brimfield, Brookfield, Hard- 
wick, New Braintree, Southbridge and North Brook- 
field. Most of the towns except Southbridge have 
numbers on the low side, although Palmer and North 
Brookfield have had rising numbers as well. 

Kustigian said the move to remote only learning 
remains at the discretion of the superintendent 1n con- 
junction with the Boards of Health in both towns and 
the teachers’ union. 

If West Brookfield’s and Warren’s positivity rates 
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are in the red for two weeks, the school will revert to 
remote learning within 24 hours, but neither town has 
had high rates, he said. 


School Committee responds 

School Committee member Anne Banville, who 
teaches in Palmer, said that district had up to 50 per- 
cent of students in school physically earlier this year, 
and then COVID-19 entered the schools and students 
will now be remote until Jan. 11. 

School Committee member David Kirk told 
Goodale her concerns were valid, and he has grand- 
children in another state who are physically going to 
school five days a week. He also said she was right that 
School Committee members don’t ask questions about 
any topics discussed, including getting students back 
to school. 

Kirk said some committee members would like to 
see students who are attending partial days two days 
a week stay for full days, and possibly consider be- 
ginning alternative in-person Wednesdays for the two 
cohorts attending two days a week. He said it was im- 
portant to trust the administration that the six-foot so- 
cial distancing was necessary to have in place. 

“T share your frustration,’ School Committee Craig 
Burgess told Goodale. “Many of us would like to see 
the kids going back; we’d also like to increase the time 
they’re in school,” he said. “I appreciate your frustra- 
tion.” He said he could see the difference between his 
preschooler, who attends four days a week, and his oth- 
er two children, who attend two partial days a week. 

He said in sub-committee meetings members have 
urged Kustigian to begin planning for an eventual re- 
turn to the classroom and to be talking about it. 

Burgess also said the School Committee is not the 
unilateral authority on deciding when children return 
to the classroom. It also also to collaborate and work 
with the teachers’ union and the Board of Health, he 
said. There are also parents who want to learning to 
remain remote. 

School Committee member Dr. James Watson, 
who has a West Brookfield medical practice, warned 
COVID-19 is definitely in the communities right 
now. “It’s here,” he said describing a vibrant, older 
patient who has not been the same since contracting 
COVID-19; she survived, but now has trouble walking 
up stairs and has other issues. He said last spring it 
was not really in the area’s nursing homes, but now it 
is, and 1s definitely in the community. 

“It should be the first thing on the agenda every 
meeting, or at least on every agenda,’ Goodale said. “I 
want my kids back in school.” 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


PHONE 
413.967.3505 
Fax: 413.967.6009 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
Dan Flynn 
dflynn@turley.com 


to run the week of 


The Register, Sentinel, 


Tim Mara Quaboag Current 

tmara@turley.com 
Managing Editor 
Eileen Kennedy 


Ware River New 
ekennedy@turley.com are River News 


The Journal Register 


WEB 
www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com Town Remi nder, 
Prd @QuaboagCurrent 
TownCommonNewspapers 
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December 21-25, 2020: 
e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 


e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 
e Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 


Chicopee Register and 
The Holyoke Sun 


to run the week of 
December 28 - 
January 1, 20217: 


e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 
The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

e Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 

Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 





and The Holyoke Sun 


Quaboag Current 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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Second Chance needs Gingerbread house Police Logs 12 
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Your CONNECTIO 


on Pick UP On GUNCK DeLVERYA Gogeb ready tae 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! a 8 = anil Late aioe : ‘ 
, 2,500 sq ft! Massive 7,500+ sq ft barn which a 


Giant Sto rewide Sale sce 7 f/ | ‘ e is currently being used as a local gun shop 


with plenty of room for further expansion or the opportunity to build out more 


[=] Ui nd reds of Deals , 4 be ee y business spaces! Oversized parking lot, brand new septic & town water! This 


mixed use commercial/residential property has great income potential and 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK ° ee yn AEY es) ¢ would be a wonderful spot for many different businesses! Very high visibility 


located right on rt 9 with easy access to the MA Pike, Rts 20 & 84! Tantasqua 


THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 6 : oN ¥ Se School district! (Gun shop is not for sale, Real Estate only) Brookfield $595,000 
SS ee eee eee eee - wee =e a 


Toy Clearance ] YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
Save Up to 70% Off Select items 


EE OUR AD INSIDE! x , a » (= Michelle Terry 
J Broker/Owner ry 


SEER CHRISTMAS EVE 8 AN TO 8 PN ; BO ! ad 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ = iA \ - eek o 


140 Main St., Spencer — “like” us & EXIT Real Estate Executives 
12 MONTHS om = , 
0% FINANCING [pédeleduiete whitcosales. com 508 “B85. 9343 facebook 130 W. Main Street 


Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 7 michelleterryiteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 














Come down & shop ab bhe store. 


Same Merry Christmas & 
. ! Happy New Year! | | SOLUTIONS 


Thank you 199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner 
for your business this past year. 978-669-0088 
Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year. iad co 
KEYSTONE * BELGARD * IDEAL 
Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢ RELOCATING Call today for a 


CENTURY 21 Century 21 
teal ies BD ____ NorthEast 1-978-434-1990 Stee STEWART & STEWART [tering 
- 109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 413- 387-8 608 Buyer Consultation. 


RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 













A WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 


WINTER IS COMING! 
BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND « SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 


Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 
Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


ee Toeai Support Your Hometown Businesses 


e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 
James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1 waterfiltration.com 
We’re promoting the history of local a 
businesses in our 
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/—» PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! Cslablished 

a 98 North Spencer Road, in Ware 

(= Route 31N, Spencer, MA Warren EDI | ION 

Es 508-885-6100 a > pECcEM 3 = ir 2a hy 
Ls 508-885-2480 and tine TMA -12 Pia 









to be published in the 
Ware River News and Quaboag Current 


All local businesses are invited to showcase themselves to our readers 
— ads will run in order from the oldest to most recently established. i | 
Advertisers can also submit vintage 
photos for this special section! [ STM @ Ss 
9E I 
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Sand, Gravel & Asphalt = 
www.bondsandandgravel.com 





































KOU YS 
JOY 


Whether its been 100 years, 
50 years or just 5 years, 
is | ie ie et vital part 


nein 
Don ae bit “ this Special issue. 
> a \ Pe], (0) [e] eg 
a) @ Mar || ew a 


WE'RE | 3”x 5” al $110 
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FOUNTAIN 


Construction Company _icorPorarten_ 












e Excavation Complete Site Work ¢ Demo ¢ New Home Construction JANUARY 20 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand Mg 
e Trucking @ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work <a Baia dec ens 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements > Tet ti 
: sce 413.297.5886 @ @ 











YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 


Turle i, 


Publ ne. 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION 





Rte 9 E. Brookfield ° 508-867-6643 
Breakfast & Lunch Daily ¢ Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 
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2240 Main Street Dok} MONDAY-SATURDAY ee 
West Warren SAM-7PM GROCERIES 


BEER & WINE 
NOW OFFERING 413-436-5900 =rax/copy/aATM/NOTARY PUBLIC /BRBRBBREEE 


